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B in London (russell-cooke.co.uk). Indeed, a poll by the Guardian last 

year – before the landmark ruling – suggested that 62 per cent of 

British women would consider signing a prenup. ‘Most women now 

have their own careers and assets that they’ve worked hard for,’ says 

Hannah. ‘It makes sense to protect that investment.’

But when the Harvey Nichols store in Manchester (harveynichols.

com) began offering prenuptial advice along with the wedding-dress 

service last autumn, the response from brides-to-be was tepid. So far 

not one woman has taken them up on the advice service. Tis begs the 

question: are prenups ever going to become popular in Britain? 

Let’s face it, there’s something decidedly wrong about the notion of 

planning your marriage and divorce at the same time. Bel Mooney, 

the Daily Mail commentator, asks: ‘Isn’t it the case that a prenuptial 

agreement exists only because one or both parties presume – or even 

expect – that the marriage will fail at some point?’ 

Sarah Blakelock, 30, a vice president at an investment bank from Truro 

in Cornwall, says she ‘absolutely wouldn’t’ have considered signing a 

prenup when she got engaged to her husband Harry, a vice president at 

an insurance company, last year. ‘Dividing up assets before you’re even 

married makes me question if you’re in it for the long haul,’ she says. ‘Plus, 

at this stage we don’t have two pennies to rub together so there’s no point.’

Prenups are most suitable for couples where one party is richer than 

the other, or has family wealth, either inherited or in trust. Katrin 

Radmacher, whose divorce prompted the change in the way courts view 

prenups, has liquid assets equivalent to £54 million along with further 

family company assets. When Samantha met her fiancé Adam, she was 

an impoverished student, while he had considerable savings. ‘Te 

trend

prenups

You’re madly in love but one of you is way 
richer. Could a prenup be the answer? Anna 

Tyzack investigates this new trend

Between dress fittings and hair appointments in the run-up to 

her wedding, Samantha Groves will be visiting her solicitor to sign a 

prenuptial agreement. Te 25-year-old and her fiancé Adam Rice, 29, 

who live and work in Manchester, were inspired by an episode of Sex 

and the City. ‘It was the one where Charlotte and Trey discuss prenups,’ 

she says. ‘Aferwards, Adam asked me what I thought about them and 

we decided to consider it. Tat was before he’d even proposed.’

Since getting engaged last November, Adam and Samantha have 

agreed to go ahead and sign a prenup before they marry in France in 

September 2012. ‘My parents divorced and both remarried; it’s been 

drummed into me that it’s important to look afer yourself and not be 

naïve about marriage,’ says Samantha, who is a solicitor. ‘Plus, Adam, 

an IT manager, earns considerably more than I do so it’s important 

that he knows I’m with him for all the right reasons.’

Essentially a prenup is a written agreement entered into by a couple 

before their marriage to establish how they will divide their assets, or 

how their children will be provided for, if they divorce. Prenups are not 

uncommon in the US, particularly among wealthy celebrities. Hilary 

Duff and Mike Comrie are the latest in a long line of A-listers to sign 

on the dotted line, while Jessica Simpson stated she ‘definitely wants’ 

a prenup when she marries her fiancé Eric Johnson. Until recently, 

they were rarely enforced in British courts but that looks set to change. 

Tanks to a Supreme Court ruling in October 2010 (Radmacher vs 

Granatino), they now carry significant weight on the basis that couples 

should be free to arrange their financial affairs in a way they see fit.

‘It’s now only a matter of time before prenups become commonplace 

in Britain,’ says Hannah Field, a family law solicitor at Russell-Cooke 
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