
 

Hospices – Do they have a role in caring for the elderly? 

 
A Government Commission has been set up to look into the future of hospice care with a 
view to them playing an increased role in caring for the elderly in the weeks leading up to 
their death.  

There are calls for funding from the NHS to help train hospice staff to deal with the 
complexities of dementia and multiple illnesses that many of the elderly have these days.  
They also want GPs and ambulance staff to engage more with hospitals by sending patients 
to them instead of hospital.   

Whilst there continue to be concerns by the public about the quality of care for the elderly in 
hospitals and care homes over 80% of people feel hospices treat patients with dignity and 
respect compared to hospitals. A similar picture emerges with the administration of pain 
relief.   

There are 200+ hospices in the UK which receive about a third of their funding from the NHS 
and two thirds from charitable donations.  Lack of funding has meant that many hospices are 
not properly equipped to deal with the needs of the elderly and it is hoped that by introducing 
a Commission and encouraging the NHS to invest in hospices that they will play a much 
greater and important role in dealing with the elderly at the end of their lives. 

If you have any concerns about the way in which an elderly relative has or is being cared for 
in hospital or in a Care home then please contact Deborah Blythe. 
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