
OUR GUEST SOLICITOR TALKs.

Comillo Thornton of Russell-Cooke iol[<s obout

ochieving frnonciol independence.

Spouscl morntencnce orr d,r,orce is orr The decl'ne . A

clependenÍ ex-spouse is usuolly expectecJ 1o ioi<e steps lo

nrove io'¡¡c,-ds lrrrcnciol irrclepenclence ûs soon os possible

oÍler clivorce; the oge of The 'nrecl tickei for life' iros gone;

pr€ssLrre is oloot to lryr s¡cl liri:rg our lc''trs close,-cil,gnec, to

lhose of our- neighbours where lhcre rs rro nrcrintenorce or

niciintencr¡tce for jusf o few yec,-s otrd Boroness Deech hc¡s

org.,ed befor-e ìhe House of Lorcis tlrcrt spousol tr-rcitrÌenctrce

creotes o 
",,rctin-¡ 

nretrToliÌy'vririch pr'e',rerrTs v'/orr-ien fronr berng

seen cs eq.,ols.

Ho'"ve,rer, I often rvonder-rvherr ccïÌrrg for c, deperrdeirt

spouse, r,sL-roily cr wìfe '¡,,ho is The prirlory corer of Tlre pcrties

chiid'-en o,rd uuho ircs pul her co,.eer on hold so thct thc

husbond ccrn further iris, v¡hethe r tirey 
'rr-ill 

ocTuolly ocirrer,¿

rvirof is expecled of Illem irr Ìhe shorJ oi' ìncjeeci longe r ternr

orrd so I decided to see rf I colrld Énd u'hc¡T rs hc¡ppcn ng n

prcctÌce ono whether depenclenl ex-spouses ore cchi¿i,ir-rg

the Énoncic'l indepencìence cxpectcd ol The'1.

I folrrd rro offrciol resecrclr or stotisfrcs brt lnsteod c¡n

rrrteresling poper writÌen by Tvro ocodernics lrr 2OlB erriitled
"Firrcrrrciol Rerled;es on Divorce , The l\eed for Evicience-

bcrsed Reforn-, , wh;cir lroi l¡ee'r conrm,ssioned by lire

Nuffreld Founcroïion lT irrvolved s ¡¿ylsir,r of sonre 4OO

Éncnc:ol rerrredy ccrses in 4 socìo-econor-nicolly differ-errt

qeoq,.ophicol locotrons

Tlre key Éncìings of Tlre study v¡ere thct iire 'cleon br-eok'

cuhure ìs prev'clent (only 1óz of Tlre coses sludied incluied c,n

oro,orcl foi' spcusol nroinlencnce cnd they,^,ere c,ll in c lrìghe,-

econor¡ìc g'-or-rp), spousol mornlencnce oroer-s ore lci-gely

conf ned io coses invoìi,rng depencìeni chlldre'r cncì olthotrglr

ïirere rs qeoqroplriccrl vcr-ioi.ion in Tne cout-ls use of spousol

perÌodicol poyments, this vorictiorr nrcly be nrore o pr-ooucT

of loccl r"eohh levels ond housirrg cosTs llrcrtr icieologicol

ciifference

Cn the quesliorr of recove ry ofier clluotce, tlre r-epod fourrd

ti.at the nrosl con.ìr'r'ron fcrnrly model rs sTrll ti¡ot of o wife noi

v,¡orkirrg, o'-',"orLirrg porf Tinre orrd f hoi rrìcny v!/orrì€n irrcur o
''n.oihei'irooci penohy' irr r'educed eorning copocÍty, scrvirrqls

oni pens,ons during mor-rioge crnd os o consecuence v/ere

vuorse off upoir d:i,orce ilrorr lheir ire,sborrds, r,¡hose posrlion on

cveToge irlprovei.

Tìre r-epor.t co,rciuded rhol frrroncic¡l lneqr,rclìIy within nrcrrr'icrge

is iikely to continue unt;1 lhe role of r-nen ond t"on-,en beco'rre

rr.ore equol botir in Ternrs of rnc,-eosecl fenrcile lrorlici¡lol;on rn

lhe v¡ork ploce orcì ec1.,ol pcy crno irr fhe sho-ing of The poicl

cnci rirrpcriC 1o bour'¡'itirin c rlorrioge. Accorclí,rg ly, spol,so I

moinienorrce, everr for joìnt 1ìves, \),/os i'lecessoÌy ín order-lo

rl-liligole Ihis ecorromic dispcrriTy. Fur-ther, if cr clecn breok uuot

the defot,lt ¡rosition, econonricolly r,.,lnetc'l:le wi'.,es, ivho lerrd

to focus on Tireìr (orrd therr ch,lo.en's) ÌmmedioTe treeos ond rrot

on theÌr or,,n lo,rger ferm posrtions,ruoulc] be r-rnprotectecl ond

''o.,lc only be likely fo crchie'ze finoncÌoi rnCepencience r,"ltir iire

finc,rrcÌcl sr-rpport of relc¡tives or rrew portners.

So how cc¡n \,¡.,/e os ícmily lot¡ryers oncj fino,rcio] odvisets he11t

our-clients ,rrove fonuotcl ond secure Énorrcicil indeperrcience?

We connot v,,cive cr nrcgrc rn,ond, br-ri rve con ensure Íhol our

clienTs ,-rnclerslo,rci Tl¡e frnc¡nciol irlplÌccriìons of Their firronciol

seitlerrrenrs, boilr Ìn th¿ slio'-î ond longer ferrrr otrcl irelp rhenr

,.^.,ork oul o lincncìc,l plon wiriclr wiil gi'',e Then' ihe confrcJe,rcc

to nrc¡ke infornred ciroices onc] ,riove fo,'u,,crcl io,.,rcircls firrcncìoJ

indepenoence.
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