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reaching a settlement. But that doesn’t mean that

the court is bound by your pre-nuptial contract.

The court always reserves the right to make its

own judgement. 

If your circumstances change dramatically

between wedding and divorce, the court may

decide not to follow the agreement, or to follow

only certain parts of it. The court will look at

whether the effect of the agreement is fair. Both

partners must enter the contract in sound mind

with a full understanding of its implications and of

their own free will.

So no, pre-nups aren’t completely binding. But

they can still have a decisive influence on a

separation. A good pre-nup will guide the court

or, better still, keep you out of it altogether. 

It’s not very romantic, is it?

Let’s not start off with any illusions. If, when

one of you went down on one knee, there was

the ring in one hand and a pre-nup in the other,

then you are unlikely to be seen as Prince

Charming. But that doesn’t mean that pre-nuptial

agreements and true romance are incompatible. 

Your wedding day may be the biggest day of

your life, but it’s also the first day of the rest of

your life. It’s important to plan for your marriage

as well as your wedding. That could mean putting

money aside for a deposit on a house, saving for

your first child or even taking out life insurance so

you know your loved one will be taken care of,

no matter what. 

S ooner or later you’ll be screaming at each

other about who gets this dish. This $8

dish will cost you a thousand dollars in

phone calls to the legal firm of That's Mine, This

Is Yours.” So said an embittered Harry Burns, in

the movie When Harry Met Sally. 

Of course, statistically, he’s probably wrong.

Most marriages don’t end in divorce. But it

wouldn’t be funny if there wasn’t some truth to

it. We all know couples who start off as star-

crossed lovers and end up screaming at each

other over the CD collection. And you don’t

want to be one of those couples. 

Why not explore the world of pre-nups?

Whatever you might think, they’re not just for

movie stars or the Monaco crowd. They’re

practical, they’re easy to do and they could save

you a world of heartache. 

How it works

A pre-nuptial contract is simply an agreement

that sets out what will happen if you decide to

separate. You take a long hard look at what you

have between you and then decide how it should

be divided. Once you’ve done this, a lawyer can

turn it into an agreement that you both sign. It

really can be that simple. 

So are pre-nups binding now?

Thanks to the famous case of radmacher v

Granatino, english and Welsh courts will now

take pre-nuptial agreements into account when

Something old, 
something new...
Something countersigned, so you’re never blue
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A pre-nuptial agreement is no different. It’s a

way of protecting your happiness in the future.

That’s what you do when you love someone, and

if you do love one another then you won’t mind

entering into an agreement to protect each

other’s happiness. 

Popping the question

Once you’ve decided that you want a pre-

nup, it can be incredibly hard to bring the matter

up with your other half. When is the right

moment exactly? Our advice is, don’t be shy. If

your relationship is as strong as you think it is,

you will be able to talk about this. 

Be direct, but be calm and reasonable. And

give them some time to get used to the idea

before you march them down to the local

solicitor. And if it’s you that wants the agreement,

you might think about offering to pay the legal

costs. 

The things that matter

The days of women coming to their marriage

with little more than hope and whatever dowry

their father could give them are long gone. Most

women now have their own careers and assets

that they’ve worked hard for. It makes sense to

protect that investment. 

Maybe we should go back to Harry for the

last word. “For your own good, put your name in

your books. Before they get mixed up and you

don’t know whose is whose,” he advises his

newly love-struck friends. And that’s really what a

pre-nuptial agreement is, except instead of just

putting your name in your books, you put it on

all the things that really matter to you. 
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