
 
 

Family judge talks family law reform 

 

Lord Justice Ryder gave the keynote speech at this year’s annual Resolution conference in 

Stratford upon Avon. The recently appointed Court of Appeal Judge was the Judge in charge 

of the Modernisation of Family Justice report. Mr Justice Munby will now be taking over the 

role of implementing the changes identified.  

The fundamental aspects of the judicial proposals to modernising Family Justice contained 

within the report published in July 2012 are as follows: 

• The single Family Court will be the vehicle for a significant change of 

culture characterised by strong judicial leadership and management with 
evidence-based good practice 

• The single Family Court will be a network of Local Family Court Centres 

judicially led and managed by the Designated Family Judges, where all 

levels of judge and magistrate will sit as Judges of the Family Court 

• The effective management of judicial resources will help to reduce delay by 

better deployment practices which will improve continuity and listing 

• A framework of good practice will highlight materials which are to be used 

to improve outcomes for children 

• Robust case management of public law cases is dependent on a timetable 

based on evidence and compliance with that timetable and the directions 

given by the court 

• The immediate challenge is to develop effective methods of assisting self 

representing litigants in private law cases, while maintaining fairness to all 

parties 

• Self-representing litigants will need to be assisted to understand and 

comply with the procedures which are necessary to achieve fairness in 

financial remedy cases 



• The High Court’s unique jurisdiction will be preserved 

• Consideration should always be given to how the voice of the child is to be 

heard in family proceedings 

• The judiciary have made their proposals for the modernisation of family 

Justice and are working with the courts and the Government to make arrangements 

to implement change1. 

 

One of the major changes identified by the Modernisation of Family Justice report is the 

move to a single family court. Mr Justice Ryder reassured practitioners that before the 

introduction of the new single family court, which is due to take place in April 2014, guidance 

and documentation will be provided in order to assist with the smooth transition to the single 

family court. Lord Justice Ryder clarified that the change to the new single family court would 

not be a “big bang” and the changes would be incremental. This will allow practitioners, the 

judiciary and the parties the opportunity to adjust to the changes.  

 

Lord Justice Ryder said the ultimate aim of the new singe court system was “to create a new 

court and better processes that works in the real world”.  

 

Due to the recent significant changes in Legal Aid the judiciary as well as practitioners are 

aware that there is likely to be an increase in the number of self-representing litigants.  Lord 

Justice Ryder described how the Judiciary would assist with managing cases both with 

represented and non-represented parties in order to ensure the case was managed 

effectively. This will be welcomed by practitioners who, at the expense of their client, have to 

spend additional time ensuring the processes were clear and understood by non-

represented parties. 

 

Lord Justice Ryder also stipulated that filing of evidence will be tighter controlled by the 

Judiciary. Whilst he and the judiciary recognised that evidence and documentation within 

proceedings were important he also identified that in some cases this can be excessive and 

unnecessary leading to lengthy and expensive proceedings. It was hoped that a tighter 

control on evidence would reduce the length of proceedings and ultimately costs, something 

which would be welcomed by all.  

 

Lord Justice Ryder paid tribute to Resolution for the “enormous and considerable 

contribution to modernisation programme”. 

                                                           
1 Judicial Proposals for the Modernisation of Family Justice July 2012. 



 

Russell-Cooke solicitors within the family group are dedicated to adhering to the Resolution 

code of conduct in order to deal with matters in a conciliatory and non-confrontational 

manner.  

 

If you would like further information on the changes to the family justice system as a result of 

the Modernisation of Family Justice report or on any aspect of Family Law please do contact 

us. We would be happy to answer any questions you may have. 
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